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St. Luke, my conviction is that they discharge
their duty with ability and fairness whenever they
have to judge of designs laid before them, and
they are always tenacious of the honour of their
Academy. Often designs from the Roman
provinces are sent here to be judged, and I have
never heard of any dissatisfaction expressed.

The academicians are composed of Italians
principally; there are also a few French, Germans,
and one Englishman, that is, myself. At present
Cavaliere Tenerani is the President; he was a
pupil of Thorwaldsen. I consider him to be the
first sculptor now in Europe, and his style is most
pure and beautiful, but the works which will
consign his name to posterity are chiefly of a
religious character, although he has executed some
classical subjects which are worthy of the highest
commendation, and his portrait statues are of
first-rate excellence.
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